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How do people make moral decisions? 

We all have a conscience which helps us to assess what is right and 

wrong. We then have free will to choose and make our own decisions.  

 Our past experience and what that has taught us 

 The law 

 Religious leaders (Vicars, Priests, Imams etc) and members of 

the religious community 

 Religious teachings that are relevant and can be applied 

 The example of prophets and notable individuals such as 

Muhammad and Jesus 

Situation ethics – depends on the situation and the best outcome is 

that which is best for all people concerned Utilitarian decision-making 

– what creates the greatest happiness for the greatest number of 

people  

Absolute morality- It is either right or wrong – no grey area . Relative 

morality – depends on the situation, it might be right, it might not be   

 

 

Key terms:  

Good and Evil 

 

That which is morally 
right and beneficial. 

That which is immoral, 
wicked and wrong. 

Forgiveness

 

To grant a pardon for a 
wrongdoing; to give up 
resentment and the 
desire to seek revenge 
against a wrongdoer.  

Free will

 

The ability to make 
choices voluntarily and 
independently. The 
belief that nothing is 
pre-determined. 

Justice

 

Fairness; where 
everybody has equal 
provisions and 
opportunity.  

Morality

 

Your principles and 
standards that 
determine whether 
something is right or 
wrong.  

Punishment 

 

A penalty given to 
someone for a crime of 
thing they have done 
wrong.  

Sin 

 

A deliberate immoral 
act, breaking a religious 
or moral law.  

Suffering 

 

Pain or distress caused 
by injury, illness of loss. 
Suffering can be 
physical, 
emotional/psychological 
or spiritual. 

 

Aims of punishment 
Protection – protect society Qur’an ‘If you save one man it is as 

though you have saved all mankind.’  

Retribution – making the criminal suffer for what they have done Bible 

‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a life for a life.’                                                                                                        

Deterrence – to put off someone else committing the same crime . 

Quran ‘as to the thief…cut off their hand. A punishment by way of 

example from Allah.’                                                                                                                         

Reformation – to rehabilitate offenders so they can turn away from 

crime Bible ‘Do not take revenge.’   Qur’an ‘If  they repent and 

improve, leave them alone; for Allah is most merciful.’                                                             

Vindication – proves the law should be respected and ensures people 

uphold it                                                                                                                     

Reparation – repairing the damage done/ making up for what they 

have done 

 

The prison system in the 21st Century 
Prison system is at breaking point 

High rate of reoffenders (46% reoffend within one year of release) 

Prisons seen as “schools of crime” where criminals just end up being 

better criminals and not reformed individuals. Some say prisons are too 

luxurious and inmates get too many privileges such as games consoles. 

Other say prisons are overcrowded and treat prisoners badly 

Services in prison: Drug rehabilitation, Training for work, Education, 

Counselling, chaplains 

Prison reform: John Howard (Protestant) 18th C – early prison reformer 

for clean and basic prisons and Elizabeth Fry (Quaker) 19th C – Dedicated 

her life to prison reform 

 

Sin Vs Crime 

Some sins can be punished by law (such as murder) but other 

sins are not considered to be crimes (e.g working on a Sunday). 

Christianity: Sin might lead to suffering, offending God, 

excommunication (being cut off from the church) or even 

exclusion from heaven. 

Islam:   Through Shari’ah law, Muslims who openly go against 

accepted religious codes can receive specified punishments.  

Types of crimes – theft, burglary, anti-social behaviour                      

Types of sins -  pride, greed, lust, envy                                           

Causes of crime – poverty, parental neglect, low self-esteem, 

alcohol and drug abuse 

Christian attitudes to justice and 

punishment: Forgiveness is at the 

heart of Christianity – “Forgive 70 x 7”. 

Justice important “let justice roll on 

like a river”. Christians believe 

prisoners should be treated humanely 

and help them to reform ‘do not seek 

revenge’ Restorative justice – ‘love 

your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.’ 

However- an eye for an eye, a tooth 

for a tooth… life for a life.’  

 

Islamic attitudes to justice 

and punishment: 
 Protecting the ummah is very 

important. 

Punishment keeps people on a 

straight path- In Shari’ah law it 

has the rules to live by and the 

punishment if they are broken- 

Quran ‘as to the thief…cut off 

their hand. A punishment by 

way of example from Allah.’ 

 

 

 

Prison Chaplain: A Chaplain is usually a minister, such 

as a priest or community member of a religious 

tradition in hospitals, prisons, schools or universities. 

They provide counselling to inmates, supporting them 

through rehabilitation and seeing to their spiritual 

needs Chaplains also help prisoners to re-enter the 

community, working with parole officers and other 

volunteers. 

Humanist chaplains-hold discussion groups and offer 

counselling, such as bereavement support. 

 

Amnesty International – 

campaign against the 

death penalty and all 

sorts of human rights 

abuses.  

Forgiveness: 
Christianity: Lord’s prayer- ‘Forgive as the lord forgave you’ - ‘Forgive 

70x7’. Jesus was sent by God to bring forgiveness and salvation. 

Sacraments such as confession, for Catholics, shows that if you are sorry 

for your wrong doing you will be forgiven by God. Jesus forgave the 

adulterous woman and told her ‘go and sin no more.’ 

 

Islam: When Muslims go on Hajj they stand on the mount of mercy and 

pray for forgiveness Forgiveness is not a sign of weakness since 

Muhammad and Allah are both willing to forgive ‘….indeed God is 

forgiving and merciful’- “show forgiveness speak for justice’  

 

Reasons God Allows Suffering 
A test from God/Allah (job/Ishmael and 

Muhammad) 

Punishment for sin (Adam and Eve) 

Allah’s will – Al-Qadr                                                  

Prove your faith  -greater Jihad                                               

Allows you to follow Jesus and Muhamad’s 

examples of overcoming suffering.                                                                                                     

Hick- allows ‘soul making’ .                       

Irenaus-God can’t stop suffering if he did it 

would interfere with Free Will                                                        

Quran- We will test you with something of 

fear, hunger…’ and ‘Allah is with those who 

are patient.’  

Bible- ‘Praise be to God…who comforts us in 

our troubles.’ And ‘Christ suffered in his 

body…whoever suffers is done with sin.’  

Humanist- there is no God. A loving God 

would want to remove suffering. A powerful 

God would be able to and an omniscient God 

would know about suffering.  

 

Death penalty -Christianity Death penalty -Islam 

Agree:  
The Bible says ‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth…a 
life for a life.’  
The Bible says 'Whoever sheds the blood of man, by 
man shall his blood be shed.' 
Disagree:  
Jesus said ‘forgive 70x7’ and Christians are taught they 
should forgive one another because God forgives them. 
The Bible says ‘do not seek revenge’ and  ‘do not 
murder.’ 
Life is sacred- Only God can create and destroy life. 

  
Quakers have been against the death penalty since 1818 
as they believe every person contains a little bit of God 
and should be respected ‘your body is a temple for the 
holy spirit.’  

Agree:  
The Qur'an says "Take not life, which God has made sacred, except 
by way of justice and law." 
Muslims believe those who break the law should be punished in 
accordance with Shari’ah law. This can include the death penalty.  
The Qur’an says ‘do not murder…except for a just cause’ when 
someone has killed they deserve capital punishment. 
Capital punishment can only be legal if the accused is given a fair-
the most important thing is that the punishment is a just (fair) 
punishment. 
  
Disagree:  
Muslims are taught that Allah is merciful  
If capital punishment is chosen for the wrong reasons Allah will 
judge you most harshly for that decision on the day of judgement 


